
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
Get out after a long winter

and meet local artists during the
St. Paul Art Crawl Apr. 25, 26
and 27. 

Five buildings in the Mid-
town area will be part of a city-
wide event that features hun-
dreds of artists and thousands of
visitors: Carleton Place Lofts
(2285 University Ave. W.),
Bindery Building (708 Vandalia),
Hancock Recreation Center/Can-
vas Teen Art Program (1610 Hub-
bard Ave.), Front Avenue Pottery
(895 Front Ave.) and Midway
Pottery and Studios (1708 Uni-
versity Ave.).

“We’ve chosen to be part of

the Art Crawl because we value
our work and we value our com-
munity,” stated Jeff Dahlin, own-
er of E & L Bindery, who will be
one of at least four artists show-
casing their work at that loca-
tion. “Participation in this event
promotes our artists’  talents
while spotlighting the varied cul-
ture of our area. It’s a good op-
portunity to share our creativity
and a drink with friends—old
and new!”

At Front Avenue Pottery you
can try your hands at the potter’s
wheel any time during the crawl.
Make a clay birdhouse or set of
appetizer plates on Saturday
from 12-8pm. Work with well-

known, regionally exhibiting
milliner Patti Berg and manipu-
late fabric into simple shapes
such as velvet flowers on Sunday
at noon. Meet the nine partici-
pating artists during a reception
on Friday from 6-10pm, includ-
ing locals Mary Jo Schmith, Jason
Trebs and Jim Gindorff.

“The St. Paul Art Coalition
creates a fabulous opportunity
for us all to share expenses, such
as marketing and media, and to
also share the excitement of an
entire city on exhibit!” observed
Schmith, owner of Front Avenue
Pottery & Tile Co.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

By JANE MCCLURE
Something is missing in the

area of University and Prior av-
enues. A century-old, two-story
commercial building at 1949-
1953 University Ave. W. came
down last month.  Its basement
will be filled in this month as
fundraising and planning contin-
ue for its replacement, the 44-
unit Prior Crossing development.

The $9 million development
is planned to house young peo-
ple who would otherwise be
homeless. Many young people
who turn 18 and age out of fos-
ter care find themselves with no
place to live. Prior Crossings’
planned studio apartments and
life skills training are seen as a
way to help those young people
make a successful transition into
adult life. Residents would be age
18 into their early 20s.

The development is led by
Beacon Interfaith Housing Col-
laborative, with St. Paul’s House
of Hope Presbyterian Church as a
major partner. When the housing
is up and occupied, Wilder Foun-
dation will provide on-site sup-
port services for the young resi-
dents.

Although area neighbor-
hoods do have shelters and other
supportive housing for young

people, there is still a great need.
According to Beacon, there are an
estimated 2,500 homeless young
adults in Minnesota on any given
night. Many have had a difficult
life, facing exploitation, hunger,

fear, mental health issues, or
abuse. They may have left home
because their family life was un-
safe or unwelcoming. 

Prior Crossing is meant to
provide a safe space for homeless

young people, providing them
with support toward reaching
work and educational goals and
providing a community of sup-
port. 

“When we can actually start

construction depends on our suc-
cess in fundraising,” said Kris
Berggren, Beacon spokesperson.
About one-fourth of the funding
is now in place, including a
$500,000 pledge from Hope
Presbyterian and a Metropolitan
Council grant of $927,000.

Berggren said that low-in-
come housing tax credit requests
are currently pending with the
Minnesota Housing Finance
Agency and with the City of St.
Paul. Other funding sources are
also being explored. 

The building’s location near
Central Corridor or Green Line
light rail is seen as a huge plus
for residents, who will have easy
access to education, work and
shopping. The building will be
only a short walk from the
Fairview light rail station.

The new building is de-
signed by the architectural firm
of Cermak Rhoades. The build-
ing would be five stories tall,
with brick and cast elements as
part of the preliminary design.
The building will include com-
mon areas to build a sense of
community within the building
and will also have a patio and gar-
den area.  According to Cermak
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Prior Crossing at 25% of funding goal

Tour local artist studios 
during St. Paul Art Crawl
Attend artist receptions, view youth poetry reading and live acts,
throw a pot and make velvet flowers

Front Avenue Pottery owner Mary Jo Schmith creates playfully decorative
stoneware dinnerware, serving ware and tile.  She is hosting eight other
artists at her studio. “We are a clayworks so most of the focus is on fine
quality functional ceramics,” said Schmith. “Silver, fiber and photography
also represented.”

A $9 million development, including 44 residential units, is planned at 1949-1953 University Ave. The project will
house young people who would otherwise be homeless, and also provide support services toward reaching work and
educational goals. (Rendering courtesy of the architectural firm of Cermak Rhoades)



Hamline Midway residents have a
new opportunity to help finance
home repairs and improvements.
Community Neighborhood
Housing Services (CNHS) recently
announced the creation of its
Spotlight Fund to provide home
improvements and repairs for
homeowners living in St. Paul’s
District 11 (Hamline-Midway)
and District 6 (North End) neigh-
borhoods.

With funding provided by the

City of St. Paul, the Spotlight
Fund has the goal of providing
home improvement assistance
within these neighborhoods to
improve living conditions and re-
vitalize properties.

CNHS is a community based
nonprofit located in St. Paul. They
specialize in foreclosure preven-
tion, home improvement loans
and new homeowner education,
and are eager to help revitalize the
neighborhoods through the gen-
eration of this new fund.

Applicants who meet house-
hold income requirements are eli-
gible to receive up to $30,000 in
home repair and improvement fi-
nancing. The terms of the loans
will vary according to need and
circumstance, but the intent of
this fund is to enable home re-

pairs that would not otherwise be
possible due to financial con-
straints. Some homeowners may
not need to make any payments
at all. 

Approximately $180,000 is
available in this fund for the cur-
rent fiscal year, and the program
will continue as long as funds are
available. Funds are reserved
through CNHS on a first come,
first served basis, and no waiting
list is maintained. Loans will be
dolled out in the order in which
fully completed CNHS applica-
tions are received.

More funding will become
available when the current allot-
ment is used up, so CNHS is
looking to get this money into the
hands of those who need it rela-
tively quickly. 

In addition to financing,
Spotlight Fund recipients will also
receive construction management
services from CNHS. A construc-
tion manager will help home-
owners work through the process
of determining what work is to be
completed on their home, and
will assist in getting bids for the
work to be done, choosing a con-
tractor, and ensuring the work is
completed in a satisfactory man-
ner before the contractor is paid.

Community NHS worked
closely with the Hamline Midway
Coalition board of directors and
the District 6 Planning Council to
determine the best way to distrib-
ute the funds. 

Homeowners interested in
applying for the funds should
contact Sondra at CNHS by call-
ing 651-348-5080, or Donna at
651-348-5079.

Additional funds may also be
available through other CNHS
programs, including ones for bor-
rowers with incomes above the
limits for this particular program.

You can find out more about
CNHS and the Spotlight Fund by
visiting www.communitynhs.org 

One of the most important func-
tions of each of St Paul’s 17 district
councils is the development of
comprehensive district plans that
set the stage for addressing neigh-
borhood concerns over a five- to
ten-year period.  These district
plans, developed at the neighbor-
hood level, are ultimately adopted
by the St Paul City Council and be-
come part of the city’s Comprehen-
sive Plan, the document that guides
city priorities and land use (zon-
ing).  Neighborhoods with robust
district plans are best positioned to
positively impact the direction of
city policy and protect the vital fab-
ric of their neighborhood.

A committee of the District 10
Council, led by Council Vice Chair
Chris Harkness, has been working
hard for two years on gathering
neighborhood input to shape our
district plan, which was last updat-
ed in 2007.  The committee has
conducted extensive public out-

reach in the shape of a neighbor-
hood survey, focus groups, and
several public meetings.  In all,
hundreds of Como neighbors have
shared their ideas and concerns
with the committee.  

As a result of this input, the
committee is focusing its work on
developing strategies in four areas
– transportation, housing/land
use, parks and recreation, and the
business environment.  I’ll use the
rest of this column to highlight a
couple of areas of focus in each of
these areas.

Transportation
Improvements to all modes of
transportation were identified as a
priority by the neighborhood.  The
committee has developed recom-
mendations for bikeways, im-
proved public transportation along
Lexington Pkwy., a BRT station on
Snelling between Como and Lar-

penteur, intersection redesign at
Como/Front/Dale, traffic calming
along Hamline and Como, and for
Como Regional Park.  

Housing/Land Use
Preserving the livability and resi-
dential character of the neighbor-
hood were identified as priorities
by the neighborhood.  The com-
mittee’s recommendations focus
on maintaining the housing stock,
appropriate redevelopment of the
former Sholom Home campus on
Midway Pkwy., exploring alterna-
tives for an aging population, and
avoiding dense redevelopment at
Lexington and Larpenteur.

Parks and Recreation
Enhancing the quality and accessi-
bility of our neighborhood’s parks
and other recreation facilities is a
neighborhood priority.  The com-

mittee is developing recommenda-
tions for repair of the “Compass
Point” on Como Lake, maintain-
ing the quality of programs offered
at North Dale and Northwest Co-
mo Rec Centers, and ensuring that
a sustainable framework for neigh-
borhood issues related to Como
Regional Park is developed.

Business Environment
Increasing the number of neigh-
borhood businesses, within the
context of a residential neighbor-
hood, was the final neighborhood
priority identified through the
committee’s outreach work.  The
committee will tackle this topic
this spring and summer.

Learn More
You can keep up to date on 
the committee’s work by visiting
our website, www.district10co-
mopark.org. We’ll also be sharing
more detailed information on the
committee’s preliminary recom-
mendations at District 10’s 2014
annual meeting and elections,
which will be held on Tues., Apr.
15 at 7pm at the Historic Streetcar
Station (1224 Lexington Pkwy.
N.).  I hope you’ll join us and learn
more about this important project.
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New Spotlight Fund seeks to revitalize neighborhood by financing home repairs

News from District 11
By KYLE MIANULLI, HMC COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Letters to the Editor
Light rail major 
step backward
I was born and raised in the Mid-
way area. This is no longer the
neighborhood I live in, but it is my
‘home town’. Many of my family
and friends live in the Midway, and
I have many fond memories of the
hood.

I found the following in some
of my reading and thought it may
be of interest. According to Hol-
brook, Camp Van Duzee was estab-
lished Sept. 23, 1898 at the present
intersection of University and Ham-
line Aves. The camp was located
across the rail yards from Camp
Ramsey. Camp Van Duzee was the
final encampment in St. Paul of the
14th Minn. Volunteer Infantry be-
fore its muster out on Nov. 18,
1898.

The Midway also had good
rail accessibility (heavy rail, not the

unfortunate kind that recently has
literally destroyed much of the Mid-
way). The Central Corridor/Green
line has diminished bus accessibili-
ty, efficiency, and motor vehicle ac-
cess and parking. The latter two re-
main keystones to modern life,

Light rail is a major step back-
ward. The #16 busses were phe-
nomenal in service, frequency,
number of stops, and cost. The in-
frastructure for those vehicles was in
place and serviced hundreds of
thousands of other vehicles. That
infrastructure remains in place,
however at a much diminished
service level.

Rail moves only where rail is.
Busses can easily use alternate
routes from the “main line” due to
accessibility or for any reason. Bus
service routes can also be changed
by the steering wheel. They do not
require construction of additional
millions of dollars per mile alterna-
tions and years to happen.

Rail is the trendy “thing,” but is
senseless when its actual value for
transportation purposes is com-
pared to other mass transit means.

Economic development is an
entirely different matter. Funds for
“economic development” should
not be taken from transportation
budgets. Primary, efficient, effective
transportation development is
where transportation money
should be spent, not on “economic
development” (whatever that
means). 

European cities, with over a
thousand years of history (same
buildings often still being used),
and it’s inter-country and multiple
layers of connected transit systems
is a different matter. Urban sprawl
in the US and development of
roadway systems are an apples and
pumpkin comparison.

Dennis Hoelscher



by TESHA M. CHRISSTENSEN
A teacher and a former

teacher have filed a whistleblow-
er lawsuit against the Communi-
ty School of Excellence (CSE), a
K-8 Hmong Language and Cul-
ture charter school in St. Paul.

Current teacher Megan
Christine Deutschman and for-
mer teacher Ana Brooks Panone
allege that eighth graders at the
school were endangered during a
school trip to Thailand last
spring. According to an article in
the Pioneer Press, the lawsuit al-
leges that superintendent Mo
Chang “grossly mismanaged” the
trip and that chaperones’ con-
cerns were rejected as “Western
thinking.”

Panone was allegedly fired
in retaliation for reporting sus-
pected abuse cases, a practice
Chang is accused of hampering
that has also been the subject of
an investigation by the Depart-

ment of Education. Meanwhile
Deutschman took a family and
medical leave as a result of a con-
dition worsened by “the atmos-
phere of retaliation and fear cre-
ated at the school.”

The suit seeks injunctions
against the school to change the
leadership, and seeks unspecified
damages and attorney’s fees.

Controversy at the school
has made headlines for over a
year, and much of it has centered
around CSE’s founder and direc-
tor, Mo Chang, a longtime edu-
cation who served as a charter
school liaison for the St. Paul
Public Schools. She has been ac-
cused of threatening staff for dis-
agreeing with her, and contribut-
ing to a high level of turnover
among the staff.

Last year, the Department of
Education directed Concordia
University, the charter school’s
authorizer, to investigate allega-

tions that the school has misused
federal free- and reduced-price
lunch funds, including having
students punch in for meals they
do not consume. Previously, CSE
had been required to repay over
$200,000 of misused food and
nutrition (FNS) funds for similar
issues. 

CSE opened in 2007 with
176 students, and since has seen
its population grow to nearly
1,000 students, according to its
website. The K-8 Hmong Lan-
guage & Culture and IB World
School is housed in the former
home of St. Bernard’s Catholic
school at 170 Rose Ave W.

Mo Chang, Superintendent of the
Community of School of Excellence
has been named in a whistleblower
lawsuit against the school brought
by a current and a former teacher.
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Students at Murray Middle School,
2200 Buford Ave., have had a long
tradition of doing science fairs at
school (since the 80s), taking the
students to the region and state
level. No other St. Paul public
school was so strongly represented
at this year's 77th annual Min-
nesota Academy of Science State
Fair, Mar.30-Apr. 1 in Blooming-
ton. Under teachers Nick Altringer
and Tim Chase, the students gar-
nered the following 2014 awards:

--Valerie Bares, was awarded a
Middle School Paper Award
(Grade 7) for "How do winter
temperatures affect the germina-
tion and growth of the tar spot
fungus?"

--Isak Stillwell-Jardin, was
awarded a Middle School Paper
Award (Grade 7) for "Does the Fla-
vor of Mint Affect the Amount of
Mouth Bacteria?"

--Grand Awards-Bronze, was

awarded to Lily Xiong for "How
does the amount of ammonium
nitrate affect the temperature of
water?"

--Gayathri Dileepan, received
3 awards for "Harmful Hamburg-
ers": Seagate Emerging Scientist
Award; Grand Awards-Silver; and
a Broadcom Masters Award.

--Daniel Ellis, received 3
awards for "How does the tem-
perature of a tuning fork affect its
frequency?": Seagate Emerging
Scientist Award;  a Grand Awards-
Gold; and a Broadcom Masters
Award.

--Forrest Ahrens, also received
3 awards for "How Does the
Strength of the Permanent Mag-
netic Field of an Electric Motor
Affect the Rotations Per Minute
(RPM) of the Motors Armature?":
Seagate Emerging Scientist Award;
Grand Awards-Gold; and a Broad-
com Masters Award.

Murray Middle School excels at state science fair



Only six schools in Minnesota did
what St. Paul Central did this past
winter.

Central sent both their boys
and girls basketball teams to the
state tournament.  Such a feat has
the future looking bright for Cen-
tral basketball.

“The exposure highlights the
school in a positive light that gets
people excited about the school,”
Central athletic director Treacy
Funk said.  “It brings everyone to-
gether.  For the programs specifi-
cally, it reinforces that hard work,
effort, teamwork, and working

through adversity pays off.”
Marshall, Maranatha Chris-

tian Academy, Esko, Lakeville
North and New London Spicer al-
so sent both of their school teams.
Ironically, two regulars did not

send both – Hopkins and De-
LaSalle.

On the girl’s side, Central has
regularly sent the Minutemaids to
the state girl’s basketball tourna-
ment under long-time coach
Willie Taylor. Marta Waalen, a for-
mer player and assistant of Tay-
lor’s, stepped in and kept the tradi-
tion going with a state appearance
in her first season.

“Waalen has done an amaz-
ing job of creating an environ-
ment where the team has bought
into her coaching philosophy,”

Funk said.  “She has accomplished
this through her honest caring for
each of them as individuals.”

With Waalen at the helm, the
Minutemaids went a perfect 12-0
in the St. Paul City Conference for
the title and 24-6 overall. They
used a suffocating defense to beat
White Bear Lake 53-47 in the
Class 4A Section 4 championship
on Mar. 13.

But their trip to the tourna-

ment turned out short lived in a
63-58 loss to eventual state cham-
pion Eastview at the Target Center
on Mar. 18.  The Minutemaids
reached state for the second-con-
secutive year.  Their appearance in
2013 came during Taylor’s final
season.

Rayna Sherow and Chelcie
Kizard led the Minutemaids with
16 and 14 points per game for the
season.  Jada Jones, Lyric Williams
and Asiya Smith made many de-
fensive plays in the Minutemaids’
run. 

“I could not have asked for a
better group in my first year,”
Waalen said.

On the boys’ side, the Minute-
men reached their first state tour-
nament since 2000.  Under coach
Scott Howell, the Minutemen un-
seated St. Paul Johnson in the Sec-
tion 4AAA title.  Three of the
team’s key players— Jakobi Jack-
son, Abdi Muse and Sam Gub-
brud—return for next season.

“The foundation has now
been set for the boys program,”
Funk said.

The Minutemen went 20-7
overall and 10-2 in the St. Paul
City Conference. They knocked
out Johnson in the section final,
60-56, on Mar. 7 after being swept
in the regular season.  Similar to
the Minutemaids, an early exit at
state came for the Minutemen
with a loss to eventual champion
DeLaSalle at Williams Arena on
Mar. 12.

Rayeon Williams led the Min-
utemen with 11 points per game,
and Gubbrud averaged 10 for the
season.  Garrett Gardner put up a
team-high 17 points in the sec-
tion title game.

While Johnson has often
stood in the Minutemen’s way,
Howell has led the team to suc-
cess at the helm.  They won St.
Paul City Conference titles in
2005 and 2008; they have also
reached back-to-back Section 4 ti-
tle games.

“Scott Howell and his staff are
committed to the program and to
the development of the student
athletes that he serves,” Funk said.
“Scott loves St. Paul Central!  He is
willing to learn and has become a
more reflective coach.”

Whether the boys will match
the success of the girls’ program
remains a question for the future.
The girls’ program took home
state titles in 2007 and 2008.

Previously, the Minutemaids
also won state championships in
1976 and 1979.  The Minutemen
also made it to the state champi-
onship game in 1979 but lost to
Duluth Central.

“We now have a platform
from which to build upon,” Funk
said.  “Only time will tell.”
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Hoops looking up at Central High School 

In The Zone
By MATTHEW DAVIS

St. Paul Central’s Asiya Smith drives for the basket in the Minutemaid’s
section championship game on Mar. 13.  Both the girls and boys basketball
teams from Central reached their respective state tournaments.  (Photo by
Matthew Davis)

Prior Crossing
Continued from page 1

Rhoades, the design, which would
include some colorful yellow and
blue elements, is meant to reflect
the youthful energy of its resi-
dents, yet also respect the neigh-
borhood’s historic context.

Berggren said Beacon did
look at reusing the building that
was on the site, but decided new
construction would better meet
program needs. 

The old building, which was
built in 1914, housed a number
of businesses over the years. For
several years Slawik Properties
was housed there. The Slawiks
were extensively involved in area
development in the 20th century,
with Spruce Tree Center and Har
Mar Mall among their projects. 

More recently the building
housed several other businesses
and nonprofits including the

Muslim American Society and
Good Samaritan Society. The re-
cent occupants moved to other
St. Paul area locations last year.
Beacon was required to help
building occupants relocate.

The difficulties in insuring
an empty building meant having
the structure torn down.  Filling
in of the site took place the first
week of April.

Learn more about the project at
www.beaconinterfaith.org/what-we-
do/housing/prior-crossing.

In March, the 100-year-old building
at 1949-1953 University Ave. was
torn down. All materials were dug
out of the basement, and all materi-
als disposed of. The resulting hole
will be filled in later this month.
The building housed a number of
businesses over the years, most re-
cently the Muslim American Society
and Good Samaritan Society. (Pho-
to by Denis Woulfe)

“...it reinforces that hard work, effort,
teamwork, and working through 

adversity pays off.”
Treacy Funk

Central High School Athletic Director



Art Crawl
Continued from page 1

She enjoys finding out that
there are so many interesting,
thoughtful, and talented working
artists in St. Paul. “Every year
there’s new work,” Schmith
pointed out. On top of that, it is
fun meeting new patrons, revel-
ling in the support of friends and
neighbors, and finding out St.
Paul is genuinely interested in its
artists.

Twenty-four artists will be
displaying work during The Can-
vas Teen Art Show at the Han-
cock Recreation Center. Their
mediums include: photography,
painting, sculpture, poetry, pas-
tels, pen and ink, and singing.
“We are a teen art program and
think it’s important youth have
the opportunity to publicly dis-
play their creative accomplish-
ments,” explained The Canvas
Program Coordinator Megan
Mueller. 

The Canvas teen art program
uses the arts to develop talent,
build community, and improve
the lives of youth. The Canvas
serves youth grades 7-12, provid-
ing events, workshops, and stu-
dio space.

"I hear from student artist it's
exciting to have their work on dis-
play, and they always enjoy the
artist lanyards they receive for be-
ing part of the show," said
Mueller. Don’t miss the artist re-
ception at 4pm on Saturday that
includes prose and live acts. 

Art Crawl show hours are Fri-
day 6–10pm, Saturday 12–8pm,
and Sunday 12–5pm. Find out
more at www.stpaulartcrawl.org. 

Midway-Como 
Area Participants

Bindery Building
(708 Vandalia St.)
Open Fri. evening and Sat.
jdahlin103@aol.com, 
651-251-2255
- Jeff Dahlin: Bookbinding, 
elbindery.com
- Theresa Angelo: Book Arts
- Carol Strait: Animal Paintings
- Mark Puariea: Photography,
markpuarieaphotography.com

The Canvas Teen 
Art Program
Hancock Recreation Center 
(1610 W. Hubbard)
Canvas Teen Art Program devel-
ops talent, builds community to
improve life for youth. The Youth
Art Show is April 26, 5pm;  
artwork, prose, and live acts. 
canvas651@gmail.com, 651-298-
4393
facebook.com/canvas651

Carleton Place Lofts
(2285 University Ave. - Bldg. A, B & C)
- A102 Mickey Jurewicz:  Hand-
made bead and ceramic jewelry;
mickey.jurewicz7@gmail.com,
612-759-2996
- A307 PaperThick Ink: Stationery,
Art Prints, Handmade Goods; pa-
perthinker@paperthickink.com,
paperthickink.com

- B101 Junk Love: Repurposed |
Vintage | Antique | Unique, jun-
klovemsp@gmail.com, junk-
love.com
- B412 Violent Iris: Photography,
Journals, Cards, Illustration; in-
fo@violentiris.com, 651-434-
9434, violentiris.com
- C155 The Studio Project: Hand-
made Journals, Monsters, and
Pottery; angela@thestudiopro-
ject.org, thestudioproject.org
- C158 Celestienne Jewelry:
hand-crafted artisan jewelry; stu-
diocelestienne@gmail.com, 612-
594-2479
- C159 Reiki Laughter: Stress Re-
duction, Healing, and Relax-
ation; info@reikilaughter.com,
reikilaughter.com
- C160 Earth Angel Jewelry:
Earthy, eclectic jewelry; angel-
teske@gmail.com, etsy.angel-
teske.com

- C160 Erik Pearson: Figurative,
expressionistic paintings; erik@
erikpearsonart.com, erikpearson-
art.com
- C351 Matthew Krousey Ceram-
ics: Functional stoneware and
porcelain; mkrouseyceramics
@gmail.com, 320-232-9135,
mkrouseyceramics.com
- C460 Jessica Potts: Contempo-
rary leather cuff bracelets; jm-
pottsfashion@gmail.com, 651-
726-4096
- C462 Malia’s Fabulous Closet:
Vintage. Upcycle. Handmade.
- 113 Jessica Hansen: Paintings,
Zines, Art-Books; Jessica.m.
hansen@gmail.com, jessica-
hansen-art.tumblr.com
- 201 Ricardo Bennett: Photogra-
phy; rbennett2012@gmail.com,
915 996-5470, ricardobennett
.zenfolio.com
- 302 Emblom Studios: Cigar Box
Guitars | TC Acrylics; emblom-
studios@gmail.com, 612-275-
5691, emblomstudios.com
- 404 Owen McBride Platt: draw-
ing, painting, fiber; owenm-
cbrideplatt@gmail.com, 651-
795-8048, owenmcbrideplatt.net
- 562 Aunt Lottie’s Voodoo:
Handmade art dolls and jewelry;
Auntlottiesvoodoo@gmail.com,f
acebook.com/AuntLottie

Front Avenue Pottery
(895 Front Ave.)
Make the pot of your dreams at this
hands-on art event and sale. Artist
reception Friday from 6-10pm. Find
event details at Front Avenue Pot-
tery’s facebook page.
MjSchmith@comcast.net, 651-489-
4374
FrontAvenuePotteryandTile.com
- Mary Jo Schmith: (Como resident
and owner of Front Avenue Pottery)
playfully decorative stoneware din-
nerware, serving ware and tile;
FrontAvenuePotteryandTile.com 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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HOME CARE OF THE TWIN CITIES

TLC HOME CARE OF THE TWIN CITIES
MEDICARE CERTIFIED

PROVIDING SERVICES FOR 
OVER 20 YEARS

OUR SERVICES

TLC Home Care is a Medicare
Certified Agency who provides
Home Care Services ranging from:

• Skilled Nurse Visits (SNV)
Supervisory Visits (SUP)

• Physical Therapy

• Home Health Aide (HHA)
Personal Care Assistant (PCA)

• Homemaking

• Additional Services:
• Errands
• Laundry
• Medical Preparation
• Organizing
• Companionship

Contact us for more information:
Phone: (651) 647-0017

FAX:  651-647-3423
www.tlccare.net

After 26 Years Now Relocated to 
1919 University Avenue

651-647-0017

Carleton Artist Lofts, 2285 University Ave., will have 20+ artists selling their work, including Joshua W. Murray
and this piece titled "Sympathetic to the Aesthetic : Gotcha Journalism." Mediums include ceramics and pottery,
handmade jewelry, journals and stationary, upcycled and vintage clothes and goods, paintings, illustrations, and
photography. Visitors can also look forward to healing massages, music and other performances. The Carleton Artist
Lofts are a grouping of three former warehouses adapted for reuse as affordable artist live/work space.

Mary Jo Schmith of Front Avenue Pottery designed this marker at Front
Ave. and Chatsworth. Try your hands at the potter’s wheel any time during
the crawl. Make a clay birdhouse or set of appetizer plates on Saturday
from 12-8pm. Work with well known, regionally exhibiting milliner Patti
Berg and manipulate fabric into simple shapes such as velvet flowers on
Sunday at noon. Meet the nine participating artists during a reception on
Friday from 6-10pm.



By DEBORAH BROTZ 

HOME & GARAGE
Gutters and Downspouts
b Remove debris from gutters

and downspouts and patch
any holes. Make sure the
downspouts direct water at
least 5 feet away from your
foundation walls. 

b Reattach gutters that have
pulled away from the
house. 

b Run a hose on the roof and
check for proper drainage. If
leaks exist, dry the area and
use caulking or epoxy to seal
the leak. 

Windows and Doors
b Inspect/replace caulk on

windows, doors, and other
penetrations, such as dryer
vents and cable wire holes.

b Clean screening and check
for holes. If holes are bigger
than a quarter, that is plenty
of room for bugs to climb in.

b Patch holes or replace the
screen. Save bad screen to
patch holes next year.

b Tighten or repair any loose
or damaged frames and
repaint.

b Replace broken, worn, or
missing hardware.

b Wind can ruin screens and
frames if they are allowed to
flap and move so make sure
they are securely fastened.

b Tighten and lubricate door
hinges and closers.

Furnace
b Replace or clean your fur-

nace filter. It should be
checked once a month and
replaced or cleaned as need-
ed. 

b Have a professional air con-
ditioning contractor inspect
and maintain your system
as recommended by the
manufacturer.

Hot Water Heater
b Check your water heater. If

you have a gas-fired water
heater, make sure it is vent-
ing properly.

b Check around the base of
your water heater for evi-
dence of leaks. If water leak-
age or rust is found, the
water heater should be
replaced.

Plumbing
b Check the shutoff valve at

each plumbing fixture to
make sure they function. 

b Know the location of all
valves and what equipment
and water lines they serve.

Siding, Fascia and Trim
b Clean siding with a pressure

washer to keep mold from
growing. Check all wood
surfaces for weathering and
paint failure. 

b Examine fascia or soffit
boards. Replace if they are
soft or rotting because they    
may allow rain in your attic.

Foundation

b Check foundation walls,
floors, concrete, and mason-
ry for cracking, heaving or
deterioration. 

Roof

b Inspect roof surface flash-
ing, eaves, and soffits. Check
flashings around all surface
projections and sidewalls.

b Inspect the roof for dam-
aged, loose or blistered
shingles. 

LAWN & GARDEN
Lawn Care
b It is important that you wait

until the soil temperatures
rise and you get some
growth before attempting
any renovation program on
your lawn.

b Rake to remove leaves and
to control thatch. 

b If you have a moss problem,
apply a product called lawn
sand to your lawn.

b Aerate your lawn in the
spring to help encourage
root growth, relieve com-
paction, and dry out any wet
areas on the lawn.

b If your lawn is riddled with
bare patches due to dog
spots, heavy traffic or neg-
lect, apply grass seed to fill
in those bare patches. The
solution is called “over seed-
ing.”   

b Lawns can be fertilized
organically by using com-
post and mulching mowers
or with chemical fertilizers. 

Trees & Shrubs
b Cut back and trim all vegeta-

tion and overgrown bushes
from structures. 

b Clean up fallen limbs,
branches and other debris
around the home to dis-
courage the proliferation of
wood-eating insects such as
termites.
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Prevention chore list as spring arrives can be important
advance work for home, garage and limited budget

“Like” the Monitor 
on Facebook



By JAN WILLMS
The belief that a Christian

education was essential for a
child was so strong in many early
Lutheran communities that they
built schools before they even
built their churches.

One of those early schools,
started in 1861, has developed in-
to the current Central Lutheran
School (CLS) at 775 Lexington
Pkwy. It opened its doors as Trini-
ty Lutheran School at 659
Wabasha. A branch school later
opened a few miles west, and this
school was the nucleus around
which St. Stephanus Congregation
was organized in 1890.

Around 1942 the Central
Lutheran School Association was
incorporated, and CLS was built
at its present site in 1951.

“One of the custodians re-
called when the students
marched over from their previ-
ous schools on the day CLS
opened,” said Steve Schrader, in-
terim principal at CLS. “He said
it was quite an exciting day.”

Schrader said his wife, who
attended another local Lutheran
school, said she remembered
how excited everyone was about
the gym that was part of CLS.

“It’s a very ordinary-sized
gym by today’s standards,”

Schrader said, “but back then it
was a very big deal.”

Over the past 130 years, CLS
has seen many changes.  It has
become a multi-cultural school,
with students from Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Myanmar and Laos. 

“Many of our students serve
as interpreters for their parents,”
he said. “There is not the total
support our kids have had in the
past.”

According to Schrader, two-
thirds of the school’s students re-
ceive financial aid and over 50
per cent qualify for free or re-
duced lunches.

The school is facing chal-
lenges, both in population and
financially. 

Schrader said that in 1968,
the school had 594 students. To-
day, there are 108 students in K-
8, and the preschool program
fluctuates.

“We have added 20 students
to the preschool population, and
we should be seeing that number
reach the low 40s,” he said. The

school also provides extended
care to early childhood and
school-age children.

The school is currently sup-
ported by four local Lutheran
congregations: St. Stephanus, Je-
hovah, Bethel and Emmaus. 

The school also started
charging tuition in 1990, on a
gradual basis. But with the eco-
nomic downturn and a change in
demographics, CLS cannot rely
that much on tuition and has be-
come a mission-based school.
Churches also are struggling to
maintain their numbers, and that
trickles down to the schools.

With that in mind, CLS has
begun a fund-raising program
with a goal of $450,000.

A video of the school has
been created, initially with the
work being donated by a cable
TV station and now with the as-
sistance of two parents. The
video describes the school, its
students and the many programs
it has to offer, and it requests
funds to make it all work. 

“The video is being sent out
to Lutheran churches around the
country,” Schrader said. “And all
four pastors in our supporting
congregations are distributing it
in a more personal way.”

“It’s an ambitious goal,” he
admitted. “A lot of Lutheran
schools and churches are strug-
gling right now. But we believe
God can do great things.”

He said that obtaining
$450,000 from all sources would
totally stabilize things for awhile
to come.

The school’s first donation
came from an alumnus who lives
in Kalamazoo, MI. She saw the
video on Facebook and donated
$600. 

“We’ve received up to
$20,000 in matching funds from
donors who gave $1,000 or
more,” Schrader noted. He said it
is too early to measure the suc-
cess of the fundraiser, but he has
high hopes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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A-1 VACUUM CLEANER COMPANY
www.A-1Vacuum.com

SALES, SERVICE & SUPPLIES
666 University Ave. (651) 222-6316

www.Facebook.com/A1VacuumMN

Like us on Facebook

Central Lutheran
begins national
funding campaign

Central Lutheran School currently houses 108 students in the K-8 pro-
gram, one-fifth of its size in 1968. The school has launched a national
fundraising campaign to bolster the schools' financial stability. (Photo by
Jan Willms)

Choir students gather for practice with music teacher Elizabeth Wegner. Central Lutheran School students are multi-cul-
tural, including coming from Eritrea, Ethiopia, Myanmar and Laos. That diversity extends into their educational program-
ing, with choir, band, visual arts program, and an outdoor education unit. (Photo by Jan Willms)



GOODWILL/EASTER SEALS
A dispute over Goodwill/ Easter
Seals’ new retail/office building
has been resolved. With agree-
ments on travel demand manage-
ment and potential shared park-
ing, Hamline Midway Coalition
withdrew its  appeal of a variance
for the new store at 1221-1253
University Ave. The St. Paul City
Council then canceled a public
hearing. Ward Four Council
Member Russ Stark said he was
glad that the two parties were
able to reach an agreement.

The project had won a con-
ditional use permit and variance
for more than 60 feet of off-street
parking along University Ave.,
but the district council appealed
that decision. The objections
were withdrawn after Good -
will/Easter Seals agreed to added
conditions on its plan. One con-
dition calls for the nonprofit to
seek a way to share its off-street
parking in the future, as Universi-
ty Ave. properties continue to be
redeveloped. Another calls for
Goodwill/Easter Seals to plan for
what is called TDM or travel de-

mand management. This is a
strategy that could potentially re-
duce single-occupancy vehicle
trips to a development.

Goodwill/Easter Seals plans
to tear down the former Whitak-
er Buick building and erect a
two-story retail store and office
building. The old auto dealership
will be replaced with a two-story
building with 20,000 retail space,
5,000 square feet for donations
processing and 3,500 square feet
for offices. The store would re-
place the existing store at Charles
and Fairview. Goodwill/Easter
Seals would retain that building
for offices, training space and
storage.

BIKE ROUTES
Whether your bicycle is your
main mode of transportation or
a source of fun and exercise,
you’ll have more options in area
neighborhoods. Several area
bikeway projects will be complet-
ed this year, including one east-
west connection that taps into
the Midway’s north-south routes.

Bicycling is getting more at-

tention in St. Paul as the city
continues to seek comments in
April on a long-range plan for bi-
cycle improvements. While those
plans could take 20 to 30 years to
take shape, several projects are
on the drawing board now.

One of the newest projects is
Marshall Ave. between Snelling
Ave. and Lexington Pkwy., which
gets underway in May. The bike
lanes will be added as part of a
street mill and overlay project.
For area cyclists it will provide
better connections to current and
planned north-south routes in-
cluding Raymond, Prior, Aldine,
Pascal and Griggs, and provide a
route reaching from Minneapolis
and Lake St. to downtown St.
Paul.

Marshall Ave. is a county
road. St. Paul’s Department of
Public Works decided to add the
bike lanes while Ramsey Coun-
ty’s Department of Public Works
did the project. 

Yet another project slotted
for this year is bike connections
for the Pierce Butler-Lexington
Pkwy. area, to complete a system
of trails and a bridge built in past
years.

Residents of Hamline-Mid-
way and Frogtown will see the
Charles Ave. bike  boulevard
completed. Work on Snelling
Ave. began last fall. Charles Ave.
will provide an east-west bicycle
connection from Park Ave.  to Al-
dine St. It includes signage, street
markings, corner bumpouts and
pedestrian refuses along the
route. 

According to St. Paul Public
Works, higher-than-anticipated
bids pushed the Griggs and Jef-
ferson Ave.  projects back to this
construction season from 2013.
The Jefferson and Griggs projects
are being rebid as a package, to
be completed this spring. The
combined costs are estimated at

$1.3 million, but bids came in
$300,000 to almost $700,000
higher last year.

The Griggs project extends
from Minnehaha Ave. to Selby
Ave. and includes street mark-
ings, signals at University Ave.,
bumpouts and a traffic circle.

SNELLING SITE 
DEVELOPMENT
Look for opportunities to weigh
in soon on the proposed redevel-
opment of property south of
Midway Center. The so-called
Snelling site redevelopment,
which has been discussed by
Metropolitan Council, Metro
Transit and the City of St. Paul
since 2012, moves to a new
phase this spring.

At issue is how to redevelop
the former bus barn property and
a site to the east, which total 14.7
acres. This could also tie to
longer-term-term redevelopment

of the Midway Center block. That
would mean redeveloping a total
of 34.5 acres. The development
partners have hired consultant
and are working on recommen-
dations including steps toward
bringing in denser, transit-orient-
ed development that is more in
keeping with the city’s adopted
Snelling Station Area Plan. The
consultants are to wrap up their
work in April. Then the city, re-
gional agencies and shopping
center owner RK Midway must
decide next steps. 

The public can get involved
soon on the city’s Open St. Paul
feature of the city’s website, at
www.stpaul.gov. Once the topic
is posted everyone can weigh in
on what they’d like to see hap-
pen to the property. Union Park
District Council and its Land Use
Committee are leading commu-
nity discussion and are reaching
out to Hamline-Midway resi-
dents to the north. You can fol-
low up at www.updc.org.
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SUMMER IN THE CITY
Hosted by CLS, students PreK-6th grade 
will experience a variety of camp 
awesomeness; Art & Crafts, Sports, Wet & Wild,
Music & Drama, Cooking and more - 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! Cost: $30-$250,
M-F, half and full day options. 
Sibling discounts 
and scholarships 
available. 651- 645-8649
http://www clssp.org

Goodwill variance issue resolved; project moving forward

Development Updates
By JANE MCCLURE

Central
Lutheran
Continued from page 7

“We are unabashedly a Chris-
tian school,” Schrader continued,
“and we do whatever we can to
make it possible for anyone look-
ing for a Christian education to at-
tend.”

He said that the school wants
to provide a quality education,
adding that the standardized test
scores for CLS have been very com-
petitive.

“We offer such a great variety
of programs,” he said. “Our choir
goes on tour, and we have a band
and athletic program throughout
the year. We have a good visual arts
program, and our 7th and 8th
graders have an outdoor education
unit. Our kids really get a full ex-
posure to a broad educational pro-
gram.”

He said some people have
stepped forward and pledged to
help the school roll over its cur-
riculum in the next three years.

“We hope to expand our
technology through the use of
iPads and equip our teachers to

make good use of them,” Schrad-
er said.

Schrader, who stepped in as
interim principal last July when
the former administrator left,
said the process has started to
find a new principal. He previ-
ously served CLS as principal ear-
lier for several years, leaving in
2001.

He said his experience at

CLS has been the best of his 39
years of service in Lutheran edu-
cation, emphasizing the great
sense of community within the
school.

He said CLS is not a place
that is sitting still. “Our goal is to
thrive, not just survive,” he de-
clared. “And we are doing every-
thing we can to make that a reali-
ty.”

Central Lutheran School has a strong visual arts program serving its multi-
cultural students. The next step will be to expand their use of technology.
(Photo by Jan Willms)

Bike lanes will be added to the Marshall Ave. street repair project beginning
in May. That will tie into the neighborhood north/south bike routes includ-
ing Raymond, Prior, Aldine, Pascal and Griggs. Other area bike routes are
also on this year's list of projects.

Next deadline:
April 28

Next issue:
May 8



HM Elders plan
monthly programs
A series of joint-friendly exercise
classes for seniors, led by Joni
O'Connell,  continues on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 2-3pm
through May 8. Sessions are of-
fered at no cost and are held at
Hamline Methodist Church,
1514 Englewood Ave. Seniors are
encouraged to join this class at
any time. Contact Hamline Mid-
way Elders at info@hmelders.org
or 651-209-6542 to register or for
more information.

“Riding the New Light Rail”
will be the topic for the Tues., May
13 luncheon sponsored by Ham-
line Midway Elders. Doug Cook
from Metro Transit will share infor-
mation about the light rail slated to
begin service in June. The luncheon
is held at Hamline Methodist
Church, 1514 Englewood Ave. and
begins at 11:30am. Free blood pres-
sure checks are provided, and free
transportation can be provided to
seniors in the Hamline Midway
neighborhood. For more informa-
tion, please contact Hamline Mid-
way Elders at info@hmelders.org
or 651-209-6542 to register or for
more information.

The Caregivers Support
Group meets on the second
Thursday of each month from
6:30–8pm at Hamline Methodist
Church, 1514 Englewood Ave.
This group is designed for care-
givers to find support and
exchange information, and is
facilitated by Hamline Midway
Elders staff and trained volun-
teers. There is no cost to partici-
pate, and the group is open to
anyone caring for older adults or
persons of any age with special
needs. Refreshments are provid-
ed. Contact Monica at moni-
ca@hmelders.org or 651-209-
6542 for more information.

Keystone schedules
senior events
Keystone Community Services is
sponsoring a group of programs
over the next month at Merriam
Park Community Center, 2000 St.
Anthony Ave. Among the pro-
grams are:
—A Beginner Bridge Class will be
held four Monday evenings
beginning Apr. 21, 6:30-8pm.
Cost is $8.
—A Beginning Drawing Art Class
will be held three Tuesday after-
noons (Apr. 22, 29 and May 13)
from 1-2:30pm. Cost is $8.
—Chess Class for Beginners will
be held on four Tuesdays from
12-1:30pm beginning Apr. 22.
Cost is $5.
—Bonnie Blanchette will present
“Healing Through Gardening” on
Tues., May 6, 7-8pm. Blanchette
is a recipient of the National
Gardener Writers Award and her
photographs have been featured
on the covers of many gardening
magazines. The cost is $5 and you
should call 651-645-7424 to reg-

ister for this presentation.
—AARP Smart Drive Refresher
Classes will be held on Tues., Apr.
29 from 5-9pm and on Tues.,
May 13 from 9:30am-1:30pm.
The cost is $18 for each class, and
you should call to register.

Please call Keystone Senior
Program located at the Merriam
Park Community Center, 2000 St.
Anthony Ave. (651-645-7424)
with any questions, to register for
any of these programs or for a
copy of the Keystone Senior Hi-
Lites.

Krafters hold
annual show/sale
The Keystone Krafters will hold
their 6th annual show and sale at
the Merriam Park Center, 2000 St.
Anthony Ave., Mon.-Fri., May 5-9.
Items will include watercolors,
pastels, fiber arts, handcrafted
greeting cards and more. Hours
are noon-3 on Mon., 9-3 Tues.-
Fri. Come “meet and greet” the
artists and have a cup of coffee or
tea. You can also come and see
the group at work on Tuesday
afternoons from 1-2:30pm. The
event is free and open to the pub-
lic. For further information, con-
tact Jeanne at 651-645-7424.

Tech Dump set May 10
at Hamline United
Hamline Church United
Methodist and Tech Dump will
co-host a Tech Dump on Sat.,
May 10, 9am-1pm at the church
parking lot on Minnehaha Av-
enue between Simpson and As-
bury. The event is a great way to
get rid of electronic waste (no ap-
pliances this year) and it also
raises funds for the church as free
will donations are accepted. Tax
receipts are available.

There are charges for some
items due to the materials they
contain. For example, charges are
$15 for TVs and monitors with
CVTs of less than 30 inches in
size, $25 for TVs and monitors
larger than 30 inches, $35 for
console TVs and $45 for rear pro-
jection TVs.

Items that can be disposed
of for free include game con-
soles, cell phones and PDAs, LED
and LCD flat panel monitors and
TVs, cords, cables, mice, switches,
routers, hubs, CPUs, memory
and disk drives, laptops and
desktop computers, satellite, ca-
ble and TiVo receivers, peripheral
cards and hardware, and any-
thing else with a battery or cord.

For questions call Tech Dump
at 763-432-3117, ext. 1.

Last Sunday Series
program Apr. 27
Join Heather Holm, author of the
newly-released book “Pollinators
of Native Plants” for the final
District 10 Sunday Series speaker

program on Sun., Apr. 27 at 1pm
at the Twin Cities German
Immersion School, 1031 Como
Ave. Learn simple techniques and
recommended plants to make
your garden into a magnet for
pollinators of all stripes!

Hamline Theatre
opens Wilson play
Hamline University Theatre con-
tinues its 83rd season with “Rimers
of Eldritch,” by Lanford Wilson,
directed by Matt Sciple. Like the
evil twin of “Our Town,” Wilson’s
“Rimers of Eldritch” finds sus-
pense, humor and poetry in the
everyday rituals of a small
Midwestern town in the middle of
the 20th century. When a brutal
murder trial explodes the facade of
small-town charm, things begin to
unfold before the audience eyes to
reveal the small-mindedness,
hypocrisy and fear that is lurking
underneath. This thrilling play will
run at Hamline’s Anne Simley
Theatre at 7:30pm on Apr. 25, 26,
and May 1, 2, and 3. You can pur-
chase tickets, $2-$8, through the
Hamline University Theatre Box
Office at 651-523-2905 or tick-
ets@hamline.edu.

Bethlehem Lutheran
plans rummage sale
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 436
N. Roy St., will hold their Spring
Rummage Sale on Sat., Apr. 26,
9am to 3pm. This multiple fami-
ly rummage sale will also include
a bake sale and lunch. Everyone is
welcome. 

250 local ash trees
to be removed
250 ash trees in Hamline-Mid-
way and Como are scheduled for
removal starting this week. 31
ash trees will be removed on St.
Albans between Hoyt and Arling-
ton while 8 will be removed on
Idaho between Lexington and
Milton. The most extensive re-
moval will be 211 ash trees on
Lexington Pkwy. between Horton
and University. 

The Lexington tree removals
will require some full or partial
road closures, so the Dept. of
Parks and Rec is working with
Public Works to minimize impacts
as much as possible. Lexington
from University to Thomas will be
closed Apr. 11, and closed from
Thomas to Front Apr. 21-22. The
the remaining work will require
lane adjustments and temporary
closures, Tree replanting will take
place before the end of May.

Parks and Rec would like to
emphasize that some, if not all, of
the public boulevard ash trees that
will be removed on Lexington are
infested. Private property owners
within 1 mile of the removal loca-
tions should check their trees for
signs of infestation.

Lions plan 
pancake breakfast
The St. Paul Midway Lions will
hold their annual Palm Sunday
Pancake Breakfast at St. Mark’s
School Cafeteria, N. Prior and
Dayton Aves., on Sun., Apr. 13,
from 8am-1pm. Cost is $6 for
adults and $3 for children. The
Midway Lions have been serving
the community since 1940, and
primary goals are for better seeing
and hearing and for diabetes treat-
ment and prevention.

Local 2nd grader 
gets national grant
Johan Rafael (Rafa) Bastida-Rick-
myer, a 2nd Grader from Great
River Montessori School (1326
Energy Park Dr.) has been award-
ed a Sodexo Foundation Youth
Grant through Youth Service
America. The grant will support
Bastida-Rickmyer in leading a
community service project that
addresses the issue of childhood
hunger. 

Service activities will take
place on Apr. 24 on Global Youth
Service Day—the largest volun-
teering and service event in the
world. Bastida-Rickmyer is part-
nering with Merrick Community
Services, a food shelf supporting
150 families per week. 

This is his second year win-
ning the grant. Last year’s project
delivered over 400 pounds of food
and a check for over $200 to help
fill the gap where budget cuts had
caused families in need to go
without. Courtney Roessler, the di-
rector of the food shelf was grate-
ful that once again, her organiza-
tion would receive additional help
when they really need it most.

One-hundred grants were
awarded to youth-led projects that
aim to reduce childhood hunger in
local communities throughout
America. Grantees educate and
mobilize their peers around the
issue, creating solutions to end
childhood hunger.

Spaghetti dinner
planned Apr. 26
St. Columba Boy Scout Troop 13
will hold their 57th annual
spaghetti dinner on Sat., Apr. 26,
3-7pm at St. Columba School,
1330 Blair Ave. This all-you-can-
eat feast is $7 for adults and $4
for children under 10. 

Sejong Academy to
open in Midway
Sejong Academy, a Korean
immersion charter school, will be
opening this fall in Midway.
Enrollment for grades K-6 is now
being taken and there will be an
informational meeting on Sat.,
Apr. 19 from 2:15-3:15pm in  the
Hamline Midway Library meeting

room. Contact Grace Lee at
glee@sejongacademy.org, phone
763-300-0609 or go to the web-
site at www.sejongacademy.org
for more information.

Hamline library
schedules events
The Hamline Midway Library,
1558 W. Minnehaha Ave., is of-
fering a wide assortment of activ-
ities in the next month for all
ages:
—The library features Toddler
and Pre-School Storytime on Fri-
days, Apr. 18, 25, and May 2 and
9. All storytimes are from 10:30-
11am.
—Sat., Apr. 12, the Saturday Club
will feature puppet-making for
school-aged children from 1-
3pm.
— Mon., Apr. 14, 6-8pm, the
Twin Cities Media Alliance pres-
ents “There’s an app for that,” a
session on the many apps avail-
able for business or personal or-
ganizing. Discover which apps
should be loaded on your smart
phone or tablet in this fun, fast-
paced session. Bring your smart
phone or tablet. Pre-register by
calling 651-642-0293, by visiting
the library’s website at www.sp-
pl.org, or stopping in at the li-
brary.
—The library will host a Second
Annual Charlie Chaplin Film
Festival on Fri., Apr. 18, 1:30-
3pm, featuring the short silent
comedies “The Pilgrim” and “The
Adventurer.” Free hot popcorn
and beverages will be served,
plus there will be a costume con-
test for best Charlie Chaplin
lookalike. All ages are welcome.
—Sat., Apr. 19 is a big day for
young book lovers, starting with
Paw Pals from 1:30-3pm. Chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 can sign up to
read with Toby and Marsha, a
dog and human team trained to
encourage young readers. Ad-
vance registration is required, so
please call the library at 651-642-
0293 or stop by to sign up for a
15 minute block of reading time.
—Also on Sat., Apr. 19, the Kids
Book Club meets from 1:30-
2:30pm. The club features treats,
activities, and prizes for book
fans ages 8-12. The Teen Book
Club meets 2:30-3:30pm and al-
so features treats and fun activi-
ties for ages 12-18.
—On Mon., Apr. 21, 6:30-8pm,
the library hosts the Cracked
Walnut Reading Series, with local
authors sharing their work.
—All St. Paul library locations
will be closed on Sun., Apr. 20
for Easter and Thur., May 1 for
all-day staff training. 
—The Saints and Sinners Mystery
Book Club will meet on Sat., May
3, 1-3pm, to discuss good myster-
ies. Call Geraldine Balter for the
latest titles under discussion at
651-224-5570 or email her at ger-
rib13@q.com.
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Page 9www.MonitorSaintPaul.com  • Monitor  • April 2014

Send us your news! When you submit your press release it will be considered for both the newspaper as well as the Monitor Facebook page 

(facebook.com/monitorsaintpaul). You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter the information in the online Event Calendar.

In Our Community
Monitor



In Our
Community
Continued from page 9

District 10 slates
annual meeting
The District 10 Como Community
Council will be holding its annual
meeting and board elections on
Tues., Apr. 15 at 7pm at the Historic
Streetcar Station (1224 Lexington
Pkwy. N.). The program will include
an interactive update on the district’s
strategic land use plan and annu-
al board elections. For more
information, visit www.dis-
trict10comopark.org. 

HU Law Professor
honored as Fellow
Hamline University School of
Law Associate Professor Laura
Hermer, J.D., LL.M., has been
chosen by Georgia State Univer-
sity College of Law and its Center
for Law Health & Society as one
of 10 faculty fellows to partici-
pate in the “Future of Public
Health Law Education: Faculty
Fellowship Program.” 

Hermer and her nine col-
leagues chosen for the fellowship
will develop interdisciplinary
courses and programs in public
health law at their respective uni-
versities during the fellowship
year. Their projects will strength-
en interdisciplinary education in

public health law and promote
collaborations with public health
agencies and organizations in the
fellows’ communities.

In connection with a new
medical-legal partnership be-
tween Hamline Law and St.
Paul’s United Family Medicine,
Hermer will work with medical
practitioners and Hamline Law
students in a medical-law clinic
to develop a new Hamline Law
course examining the interrela-
tionships between law, socioeco-
nomic determinants of health
and public health. The medical-
legal partnership will offer legal
services to lower-income United
Family Medicine patients who
have legal needs that directly or
indirectly impact their health.

“The fellowship will bring
me together with a select group of
experienced public health law
faculty from around the nation

who are also developing cutting-
edge, innovative public health
curricula at their home institu-
tions,” Hermer said. “Through
the curriculum developed during
my fellowship, Hamline Law stu-
dents will work in partnership
with an interdisciplinary group of
health care and other profession-
als to gain a deeper understand-
ing of the relationship between
the law, health and socioeconom-
ic determinants of health, and
acquire tools that will help them
become effective advocates for
their clients and social change.”

Le Leche group
meets on May 13
The Advantages of Breastfeeding is
the topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche group on
Tues., May 13. All expectant and
nursing mothers are invited to
attend with their babies and tod-
dlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-9527
for more information as to time
and place.

Family support
group meets
The National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) of Minnesota spon-
sors free support groups for fami-
lies who have a relative with a men-
tal illness. Led by trained facilita-
tors who also have a family mem-
ber with mental illness, the support
groups help families develop better
coping skills and find strength
through sharing their experiences.
A family support group meets in St.
Paul from 6:30-8:30pm at
Goodwill Easter Seals, 553 Fairview
Ave. N., Room 123, on the fourth
Tuesday of the month (Apr. 22).
For information, call Jennifer at
507-254-5524 or 651-645-2948.

Report your 
local potholes!
With the warming weather, the cur-
rent challenge to St Paul’s streets are
potholes. There are three easy ways
to report potholes and other dam-
age to St Paul streets:
—use the free “St Paul Connect”
mobile app for your smart phone,
which can be downloaded free
from the Apple Store and Google
Play;
—use the online reporting form at
www.stpaul.gov/forms.aspx?FID=6
5; or
—call 651-266-9700.

Cafesjian's carousel
needs volunteers
Cafesjian’s Carousel—the his-
toric and treasured merry-go-
round that operates at St. Paul’s
Como Park—is seeking addition-
al volunteers for its fourteenth
season, which begins May 1. The
carousel is celebrating its 100th
birthday this year with special
events including a birthday party
Sat., Aug. 9.

Volunteers operate the
carousel, sell tickets, and sell
merchandise at the gift shop.
They work 3- or 4-hour shifts,
two or more times each month.
New volunteers are encouraged
to apply individually, in pairs or
as groups. Training is provided
for all positions, and free parking
is available. For information
about volunteer opportunities,
contact Cafesjian’s Carousel at

651-489-4628 or email direc-
tor@ourfaircarousel.org, or visit
the website at www.ourfair-
carousel.org.

The carousel operates
Tuesdays through Sundays from
May 1 through Labor Day, and
weekends from Labor Day until
the end of October. 

Co-ed Drum Circle
scheduled Apr. 25
A Co-ed Drum Circle will be held
on Fri., Apr. 25, 6:30pm.
Percussion, rhythm and freedom
of expression will be explored. All
levels of experience are welcomed
and encouraged. Women’s Drum
Center, 2242 University Ave. W.
Cost is $10 at the door. Drums
provided. Info and registration
can be found at their website at
www.comensdrumcenter.org.

The Source to give
away a ton of comics
The Source Comics & Games,
2057 Snelling Ave. N., Roseville,
is one of thousands of world-
wide independent comic book
shops that will be celebrating the
biggest day in the comic book in-
dustry, Sat., May 3. Free Comic
Book Day (FCBD), celebrating its
thirteenth year, kicks off at 10am
and runs until 9pm.

“The outrageous variety of
comic books being published to-
day ensures that readers of all
ages - children, teens, and adults
- can find something astonishing,
intimidating, beautiful, shocking,
awe-inspiring, terrifying, magnifi-
cent, fearsome, funny, formida-
ble, breathtaking, interesting, ed-
ucational, impressive, and or in-
triguing that will stir, stretch and
enhance their imaginations,”
said Dominic Postiglione of the
Eisner Award Winning Source
Comics & Games.

To that point, the Source
Comics & Game will be giving
away over one ton of comic
books on FCBD 2014! That’s over
34,000 individual entertainment
opportunities for both new and
existing readers. 

In addition that day, the
Source will be hosting several
local creators who have made it
huge in the world of comic
books. Doug Mahnke, artist of
Green Lantern and Batman,
Patrick Gleason artist of
Aquaman, Batman and Robin, as
well as up and coming artist
Anthony Hary. 

Local health center
among nation’s best
Galtier Health Center, 445 Galti-
er St., was recently recognized by
US News and World Report as
one of the nation’s Best Nursing
Homes for 2014, receiving the
highest rating of 5 stars. Out of
the 16000 homes rated in 2014,
only 3867 centers received the 5
star rating. 

“We are very pleased that our
center was ranked as one of US
News and World Report’s Best
Nursing Homes. Our team of
health care professionals is fo-
cused on providing quality care
to residents with a wide range of
medically complex needs. It is an
honor to be acknowledged for
our effort,” said Thomas Thomp-
son, Administrator of Galtier
Health Center. 

Galtier Health Center is a

112-bed health care center pro-
viding skilled nursing programs
and services like post-operative
care, comprehensive wound care
therapies, and palliative care and
renal disease services.

Ally receives 
$5000 grant
Ally People Solutions, 1246
University Ave. W., has received a
$5,000 grant from the
Metropolitan Regional Arts
Council (MRAC). The grant will
help fund the Artful Employment
Studio Arts Project, a 24-week
creative arts program for up to 20
individuals with developmental
disabilities who are participants
in Ally People Solutions pro-
grams. Activities will take place at
the Business Solutions branch
site (1885 University Ave. W.,
Suite 190) between March and
December 2014.

Local student
makes dean’s list
Local resident, Martin List-
Tesdell, was recently named to
the dean’s list at Hamline
University. Members of the dean’s
list achieve a grade point average
of 3.50 or higher on a 4.00 scale.
List-Tesdell who is majoring in
Music-Performance is a graduate
of Great River School and is the
son of David List and Erica
Tesdell.

Chicago band to
perform at Turf
Chicago’s premier traditional
bluegrass band, The Henhouse
Prowlers, will perform on Fri.,
Apr. 11 at the Turf Club, 1601
University Ave. W. The Henhouse
Prowlers have gained a reputa-
tion for their highly original, tra-
dition-inspired bluegrass that is
built on a strong foundation of
intricate harmonies and electrify-
ing stage energy. The Prowlers use
traditional bluegrass as a base
while making it their own by pro-
viding a show that is danceable
throughout with up-tempo drive
and bouncing mid-tempo
grooves, all while covering con-
temporary topics in a largely orig-
inal repertoire. 

Pappas and Moran
receive awards
Senator Sandra L. Pappas, (DFL)
District 65, St. Paul and  Repre-
sentative Rena Moran, (DFL) Dis-
trict 65A, have both been award-
ed a Conservation Leadership
Award for outstanding support
for the conservation of Minneso-
ta special places from city parks
to wilderness areas. Only six
awards were given at a recent
awards ceremony. 

Both Pappas and Moran were
cited for their leadership, legisla-
tive work, and commitment to
the creation of Frogtown Park
and Farm in St. Paul. Frogtown
Park and Farm, in St. Paul’s most
park-poor neighborhood, is slat-
ed to open in late 2014 with an
urban demonstration farm sched-
uled to be operational in 2015.
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Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park Place,
1885 University Avenue, Ste. #110, St.
Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds must be
prepaid via cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denis@deruyternelson.com. Want
ads must be in the Monitor before
April 28 for the May 8 issue. Call 651-
645-7045 for more information.
Your classified ad will also be auto-
matically placed on the Monitor’s
website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

AIR CONDITIONERS
Recyling discarded air condition-
ers. Free pick-up. No charge!
Roger 612-210-3529. 8-14

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949 lights,
house hardware, doors, tubs, radia-
tors, etc. Also furniture hardware.
651-644-9270. 20% off with ad. B-14

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch.  Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate,
and Family.  Kirsten Libby, 855
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul,
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libbyla-
woffice.com. B-14

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchen!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, Toilets and tub/surrounds.
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed Call 612-275-
9815. 5-14

CONCRETE
Concrete/Asphalt Experts -
Steps ** Walls ** Driveways **
Garage/Basement Floors **
Patios. Family Business in SAP
since 1971. 651-636-4996
www.GoodmansonConstruction.
com 4-14

EMPLOYMENT
Dungarvin - Love What You Do! -
Residential Coordinator Demonstrate
your leadership skills and work for
Dungarvin, a nationally recog-
nized provider with over 30 years
experience providing quality 
services for people with disabili-
ties. We have a full time RC 
position in South Minneapolis
and Woodbury.  This is an hourly,
non supervisory position.
Responsibilities: mentor/train
staff, monitor/house hold spend-
ing, transport consumers to activ-
ities, and provide direct care.
Minimum Requirements: 18
years of age or older, lead staff

experience preferred, a valid dri-
ver’s license with an acceptable
driving record, ability to pass a
background check, strong com-
munication skills, & be able to
work every other weekend.
Dungarvin offers paid training,
competitive benefits, advance-
ment opportunities, exceptional
benefits, 401K plan & a great
opportunity to complement any
medical career! Other FT/PT
direct care positions across the
Twin Cities Metro Area. Apply
online at www.dungarvin.com to
requisition #14-0055. EOE 4-14

GARAGE SALE
Como Park Neighborhood
Garage Sale.  Saturday, May 17.
70+ sales. Map/guide online at
www.district10comopark.org. 5-14

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Home Improvement Funds -
Affordable, flexible financing for
home repairs, with construction
management included. Owner-
occupied homes, income limits
apply.  Call 651-292-8710 or visit
communitynhs.org. Community
Neighborhood Housing Services,
35 Water Street, Saint Paul MN
55107. 8-14

HOMES
Investor buys homes.  Any condi-
tion, Cash paid. 612-423-3447. 5-14

LAWN CARE
All your GREEN needs:
Mowing/Lawn Care/Landscaping.
20+ Years in St. Paul. Call 651-695-
1230. SorensenLawnCare.com 4-14

LAWN CARE
Lawn Care - Spring clean-ups, sea-
sonal lawn service, use small push
mower, not big riding mower.
Gutter cleaning, $70 average
monthly cost. 651-490-7617. 6-14

LAWN SERVICE
Kevins Lawn Service & Hauling.
Yard and gutter cleaning, 651-
688-9977. B-14

PAINTING
All Seasons painting, glazing/
repair, woodframe/stucco; power
washing. Insured. Free estimates.
Kevin. 651-699-2832. B-14

PAINTING
Painter Jim. 25 years experience.
Small jobs wanted. 651-698-
0840.9-14

SERVICES
Kustom Remodeling - Roofing,
siding, exterior/interior painting.
Sheetrock, taping and texturing.
Marty 612-724-8819. B-14

SHOES
You survived winter. Will you sur-
vive spring? Will your shoes?  Ask
Hartland Shoes for help.
www.HartlandShoes.us 651-646-
4326. 4-14

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most for your furni-
ture, dishes, glassware, knick-
knacks, costume jewelry,
antiques, pictures, lamps, house-
hold items, etc., I make house-
calls. Call Mary. 612-729-3110. 4-

14

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.  Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall’s—651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. B-14

Page 11www.MonitorSaintPaul.com  • Monitor  • April 2014

Want ads must be in the Monitor before April 28 for the May 8 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information. 

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitors website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Classifieds
Monitor

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090
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Hamline sponsors
Social Impact 
workshop
Save the date for a one-of-a-kind
event focusing on Social Impact
Investing and the role of govern-
ment, non profits and business

in making investments that gen-
erate measurable social and envi-
ronmental impact alongside a fi-
nancial return on investment. 

“reSOLUTION’14 Social
Impact Investing for Sustainable
Community” will help you gain
insights on Impact Investing,
what it is, how it is used, and
where it is headed. The event will
take place at Hamline University,
Carol Young Anderson and
Dennis L. Anderson Center, 774
Snelling Ave. on May 9, 9am-
5pm. The cost is $75, and
includes lunch and closing recep-
tion. Get inspired to think differ-

ently about community econom-
ic development.

Hamline Law 
ranked MN best
Hamline University School of
Law is now the top-ranked pri-
vate law school in Minnesota ac-
cording to U.S. News & World
Report’s 2015 “Best Law
Schools.” Hamline Law rose in
the rankings again this year,
moving from 126 to 121.

Hamline Law’s alternative
dispute resolution (ADR) and

health law programs also contin-
ue to be recognized for their
quality. Hamline’s ADR program,
anchored by the internationally-
renowned Dispute Resolution In-
stitute, is now ranked third in the
nation, marking the fourteenth
consecutive year the program has
been ranked in the top five na-
tionally.

The health law program, led
by the school’s Health Law
Institute, moved up from 16th to
15th place in national rankings,
making it among the best of the
increasing number of health law
programs at U.S. law schools.

School holds
Kids Stuff Sale
Falcon Heights Elementary Kids
Stuff Sale will take place on Sat.,
Apr. 12, 8:30am-12:30pm. Gently
used kids clothing, toys, sporting
equipment, furniture and more
will be offered! 1/2 off on
marked items begins at 11am.
The sale is held at the school,
located at 1393 Garden Ave W.,
Falcon Heights. No strollers
please.

PRIMEAU'S
TREE SERVICE

Certified Arborist
Removal, Trimming, and Shrubs

34 years experience

Call Mark 651-773-5643
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Art Crawl
Continued from page 5

- Jason Trebs: (South Como resi-
dent) clay artist with beautiful
function, strong forms & quality,
beautifully textured or unexpected-
ly smooth mat glazes
- Susan Warner: functional and
beautifully decorated porcelain
pottery including sculptural purses,
irons and shoes.  
- Bell & Frank Barr: ceramic artists
who are regionally famous for
their creative and whimsical Fairie
es
- Steve Wicklund: functional porce-
lain finished with luscious, creamy
- Luci Haas: (clay artist & current
Front Ave. Pottery studio Assistant)
functional stoneware and atmos-
pheric firings such as wood and so-
da
- Jim Gindorff: photograph artist
living in Como Park whose camera
endlessly records our region’s
changing natural world 
- Jenny Levernier: Exquisitely craft-

ed silver & stone jewelry 
- Patti Berg: milliner who com-
bines old & new techniques to
craft heirloom quality & classic
head ware. 

Midway Pottery 
& Studios
(1708 University Ave.)

A show of functional and sculp-
tural ceramic pieces, as well as
paintings and jewelry. Their work
is intended to warm and enhance
your everyday life.
GMpots@CorazonDigno.net,
612-229-1249
midwaypottery.wordpress.com
- Randal Anderson: clay, roguepot-
ters.com

- Jenn Brandel: clay, roguepotters.com
- Elizabeth & John Clay: painting,
riverhousearts.net
- Gary Crawford: clay, midwaypot-
tery.wordpress.com
- Sheryl Grassie: clay, fireonthe-
greenway.com

- Mark Johnson: clay
roguepotters.com
- George Moore: clay, facebook
.com/GeorgeMoore.pots
- Fred Yerich: clay, roguepotters.com

Over 24 teen artists will be showcasing their work at The Canvas this year. “We
are a teen art program and think it’s important youth have the opportunity to
publicly display their creative accomplishments,” said Program Coordinator
Megan Mueller. “Participating in the Art Crawl the last four years and curating
a Teen Art Show has been a great way to give youth a space to do just that.”

Local company
expands headquarters
Medical device manufacturer
Minnetronix, 1635 Energy Park
Dr., recently completed a 65,000
square foot expansion to its fa-
cility. The expansion follows re-
cent growth within the company
and will allow Minnetronix to
expand its engineering and man-
ufacturing businesses. 

According to Minnetronix,
they believed that the integration
of design and manufacturing is
critical to the long-term success
of any medical device. They
strive for innovative and creative
engineering that results in highly
effective and reliable devices.
Their expertise, in collaboration
with customer partners, results
in product innovation that ad-
vances patient care.

Minnetronix’s engineers are
named inventors on over 70
patents, and are experts in de-
signing electro-mechanical sys-
tems for regulatory compliance,
usability and electromagnetic
compatibility in an ever-chang-
ing healthcare environment.

Founded in 1966, Minnetronix
employs about 160 people.

Rebuilding together
looking for homes
Rebuilding Together Twin Cities,
a local nonprofit organization
that provides critical home repair
services to homeowners in need,
is now accepting applications for
homes in need of repair in the
Como and Hamline-Midway
neighborhoods. 

The chosen homes will have
all repairs completed free of
charge to qualified homeowners
who remain in their home for at
least five years. However, they ask
that all members of the house-
hold participate alongside the
volunteers to the best of their
abilities. Age, income or disabili-
ty restrictions apply. 

Interested homeowners can
see eligibility requirements and
download an application online at
www.rebuildingtogether-twinci-
ties.org.

Book artists Jeff Dahlin and Theresa Angelo will be selling journals at the
Bindery Building during the Art Crawl. “We’ve chosen to be part of the Art
Crawl because we value our work and we value our community,” stated Jeff
Dahlin, owner of E & L Bindery.


